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Have you recently been asked the question, "Will you officiate our wedding?" You aren't alone!

According to the most recent, "The Knot Real Weddings Study", nearly 50% of the 2.2 million

weddings that take place in the United States each year are officiated by a friend or family

member.First-time Officiant is the must-have, comprehensive handbook for how you can

prepare for, craft, and preside over a memorable non-denominational ceremony with no prior

experience. The author himself was recently in your shoes, having been asked to officiate a

wedding, and not knowing where to turn for more information.In addition to providing you with a

tested, fail-proof wedding ceremony outline, this book includes three real-world examples of

wedding ceremony scripts to give you the guidance and confidence to create a perfect day for

those who have entrusted you with the role of officiant.

As real estate salespeople, our number one job is to achieve the highest possible price for our

vendors. Unfortunately our best efforts can sometimes be hindered by a seller who is unable to

view their home objectively. What may seem attractive to the owner may look vastly

unappealing from a buyer s perspective. A seller who lives in the home twenty-four-seven, can

often find it difficult to see the woods for the trees. This book is the How-To manual for a step

by step guide to presenting your home in such a way that buyers have to have it! I would

estimate that I have never yet met a client that would not have experienced great benefit from

the information contained in these pages. --Rebecca Foster Real Estate Specialist, Ray White

Real EstateMost people only sell a home several times in their entire life. As an agent with full

knowledge of all sales data in an area available to me I am often privy to observing the

enormous amounts of money many people are missing out on as a direct result of not knowing

the information contained in this book! We are talking TENS OF THOUSANDS $$ of dollars

that are theirs for the taking with a little time and energy. If you are considering selling a house,

I believe that reading this book could be the best investment of time and money you have ever

made! --Victor Velgush CEO Refined Real EstateCharyn Youngson is unmistakably and

prominently in the category of people who make things happen. She does not come from a

long generational line of Professional Home Stagers by her own account, she conceived the

idea on a bus ride on her way to a job interview a few short years ago. She does not claim to

have invented the concept, acknowledging that the techniques have been deployed in other

part so the world for decades. What Charyn has done, however, is to take the concept of

helping people present their homes in a more favourable light to new levels. She explains the

underlying psychology of what inspires people to buy one house over another. She gives you

ideas specific ideas that you can implement instantly to make your house much more

appealing to buyers than it would otherwise have been. And most importantly, through her

candid, upbeat and inspirational writing style, she motivates you to go out there and take action

on great ideas that you know you can implement for huge financial returns. For years I have

said that if you invest $30 and a few hours in reading a book, and you only get one idea from

that book, then it will have been $30 and a few hours very well spent. In reading Sold for Top

Dollar, you will be inundated with many ideas and a lot of inspiration that will be worth

countless thousands of dollars to you. Have Charyn on your team! Learn from Australia s

leading Home Staging Expert! And, when you consistently sell your properties for top dollar,

and your friends ask you how you do it with such regularity, style, and panache, you can still



say, well, I got a few great ideas from a book, but I really kind of knew it all myself all along. --

Dolf de Roos - Author of 15 books on property including the New York Times bestseller Real

Estate Riches --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorCharyn

Youngson Entrepreneur, Author, Professional Home Stager and Property Renovator, Speaker

Charyn is the founder of Houses to Impress, a Home Staging and Property Renovation

business specialising in transforming her clients Cinderella houses into stunning homes that

any Prince would want to buy. She is a teacher, mentor and a sought after speaker. Charyn,

the eldest of four siblings, grew up in the small rural farming town of Hallett, South Australia.

Her father was a champion shearer and her mother run their self sufficient hobby farm and

specialised in breeding Aberdeen Angus cattle. Her parents separated when she was 13 and

due to financial hardship her mother had to sell the farm and relocate her young family to the

city (Adelaide). Charyn finished Yr 11 at Northfield High School, left home and started her first

job as a postal clerk at Southern Farmers when she was 16. Within 18 months she had learnt a

number of new skills including telephonist, telex operator and printer and she used these new

skills to obtain a highly sought after job with Ford Sales Company Australia as their

Receptionist/Administration Assistant. She stayed with Ford for 7 years until she left to become

a full time mother to Scott (born 1985) and Kate (born 1987). Once her children were both at

school she became partners in her sister Caroline s Nanny Agency specialising in placing

qualified nannies with families in South Australia, Italy, Canada and the UK. After 10 years, and

a decline in the popularity of nannies, Charyn went back to temporary administration work for a

couple of years before being offered a full time position in a local aged care facility in 2000.

Within a year she separated from her husband and as a single mother on a small wage

struggled to keep her teenagers at private secondary school. After a change of management at

the aged care home Charyn was confronted by a boss that engaged in bullying behaviour and

after many months of enduring a difficult workplace situation she made an official complaint.

This complaint however led to her being sacked from her position in January 2005. Charyn was

now an unemployed single mother with a 17 year old daughter still at school. She took her

former employer to court and won an unfair dismissal case but the experience left her with a

bitter taste in her mouth. Charyn started applying for other jobs but her heart wasn t in it and

she really didn t want to go back to working 9 to 5 as an employee. Charyn had a passion for

real estate and decided to take that interest and invest in educating herself by reading,

attending property seminars and then enrolling in a property mentoring program. Shortly after

commencing the program she bought, renovated and sold her first property and made a huge

profit which gave her the confidence to stop applying for admin jobs and become a full time

property renovator. Charyn then drew from the success she had in transforming her own

homes to create a new business, Houses to Impress, helping sellers and investors to prepare

their homes for sale faster and for more profit. She took what was the biggest challenge of her

life and turned it into a new career as a successful property renovator and home stager.

Charyn loves to inspire others to create wealth through property and started teaching

Renovating for Profit through adult education at WEA in Adelaide in late 2006. She became a

co-author in 2008 in The Path to Success and discovered she had a talent for writing. Charyn

wrote this book so she could share her wisdom, insights and knowledge to empower and

encourage others to create profit from their homes when they sell for more than they ever

thought possible. Charyn now lives a life doing what she loves. --This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.
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First-time OfficiantThe must-have handbook for delivering a memorable wedding

ceremonyMike ScottDedicated to my bride and partner-in-adventure Torey, as we prepare for

our most exciting journey yet: parenthood.To those couples who have entrusted me to preside

over their weddings, and share their ceremony remarks to help guide others, thank you.To Kate

for patiently, thoroughly, and effectively providing edits to this book.And to my parents, who

instilled in me an appreciation and love for the power of reading and

writing.ContentsIntroductionBecoming a MinisterInvest in PreparationCrafting the

CeremonyThree Real-World Wedding Ceremony ScriptsKraft + Franklin Ceremony

ScriptSullivan + Conrad Ceremony ScriptSchmidt + McMaster Ceremony ScriptRunning the

RehearsalDelivering a Memorable PerformanceAbout the AuthorIntroductionWelcome to the

officiant club! Whether you have been asked by a family member, close friend, former student,

or co-worker, congratulations on being entrusted to preside over one of life’s most significant

moments. It speaks to your character, and you should feel proud and honored. Now, it’s time to

set that ego boost aside and get to work so you can deliver a performance worthy of the high

expectations the happy couple has for their big day.Each year, there are over 2.2 million

weddings in the United States alone, with the most recent “The Knot Real Weddings Study”

showing nearly 50% being officiated by a friend or family member -- a number that continues to

rise every year. As more are being called to serve in this capacity, there exists a need for a

comprehensive resource that quickly and easily enables anyone to step up and create the

perfect ceremony. This book will equip you with the tools necessary to do just that.In the pages

ahead, you will be empowered to create a wedding ceremony from scratch. Included you will

find:The most effective structure of a wedding ceremonyThe preparation required to construct

your remarksHow to draft, edit, and finalize the ceremony scriptHow to run the rehearsalHow

to deliver a memorable performanceAll the other little details that come with being an officiant

capable of leaving the couple looking back with gratitude for having chosen you to officiate their

weddingMost important, three real-life wedding ceremony scripts, appearing just as they did to

the eye of the officiant on the day of the weddingThese tools, tips, and scripts will undoubtedly

build confidence in what you can produce, and serve as inspiration for creating your own

customized ceremony.The Calling to OfficiantFew, if any, of us reading this book sought the

responsibility of becoming an officiant. I have yet to hear stories of individuals who clamored to

their friend’s side after learning of their engagement, begging for the opportunity to become an

ordained minister.My own officiant story began in 2014, in Washington, D.C. on the Fourth of

July (my favorite holiday!). Following the traditional outing to the ballpark to cheer on the

Washington Nationals, a group of us had gathered for the requisite Independence Day cookout

that followed. As we were enjoying a few cold ones waiting for the food to come off the grill, one

of my closest friends approached me and asked if I would be willing to officiate her wedding.

She was met with a slack-jawed stupor and stunned silence as I tried to process what had just

been asked of me. “She wants me to do what?” I remember thinking. “Has she forgotten I’m a

professional fundraiser, and not a trained man of the cloth?”By virtue of her excitement,

however, I could see this was a big deal. After my initial shock, I excitedly agreed, desperately

hoping that my initial reaction wouldn’t lead the couple to second guess their trust in me.

Fortunately, the bride-to-be had just recently officiated the wedding of one of her own friends,

and she reassured me that she would be there to help me every step of the way. “After all,” she

quipped, “I have a bit of a vested stake in your success.” She knew the risk was well worth the

reward, having seen firsthand how much more personal the ceremony could be when led by



somebody who intimately knew the couple, both as individuals and as partners.Nonetheless,

the instant my friend turned to another conversation, I found a quiet corner, pulled out my cell

phone, and fired up Google with the search entry, “How do you officiate a wedding?” It was

clear I would have my work cut out for me in the months ahead.As I turned to the web for

guidance, I quickly learned that while there are plenty of stock materials available on various

elements of officiating a wedding, there are precious few, if any, dedicated resources outlining

the entire process and full scope of requirements, from start to finish, for those of us who have

been tapped to oversee a non-denominational service for the first time. The general advice

from lifelong officiants and churches was helpful, no doubt, but I needed to hear firsthand from

someone like me: someone with no experience, who was asked out of the blue to take on the

responsibility of becoming an officiant and presiding over a wedding ceremony.Now, after

having had the opportunity to officiate several weddings, I hope to pay it forward and provide

that firsthand advice to the tens of thousands of individuals asked to become first-time

officiants each year. This book attempts to serve as a cohesive collection of information and

materials to get you from “Will you officiate my wedding?” to “Thank you! Thank you! Thank

you! We couldn’t have asked for a better ceremony.”I promise you that the experience of

officiating will change you forever. Never would I have imagined how rewarding the process of

preparing to officiate a wedding could be. As you embark on your own officiant journey, I

encourage you to enjoy the adventure. Always remember, you have been hand-selected to join

two individuals in a loving union intended to last a lifetime. Your words will create a family, and

lay the foundation for all that married life has to offer, the good and the bad. First homes,

vacations, promotions, children, pets, deaths - every memory from the wedding day forward will

occur within the construct of the marriage you have been asked to make official.If after reading

this book, you still have questions that have been unaddressed, I invite you to reach out to me

directly at OfficiantMikeScott@gmail.com. I also welcome your own success stories from the

altar! Becoming a MinisterThe first action item on the road to officiating a wedding ceremony is

to identify an interfaith religious organization that provides online ordination. A number of online

ministries exist, including American Marriage Ministries, American Fellowship Church,

Universal Life Church, Universal Ministries, and Rose Ministries, to name a few.When it was

time for me to find my ordination home, I was referred to American Marriage Ministries, and

after reading through their materials, I felt comfortable relating to their general principles. Their

three central tenets are best summarized by a line on their website that reads, “It is your

inalienable right to choose the person you want to spend the rest of your life with, and equally

so, the person best fit to bless that union.” Amen! Additionally, as of 2020, the organization has

ordained over 650,000 ministers across the United States. I believe data and numbers matters,

and that track record spoke volumes to me!After a few clicks of the mouse, and no more than 5

minutes after first entering the website, I was officially ordained as a Minister of American

Marriage Ministries, fully capable of marrying a couple in the eyes of the law. As is the case

with American Marriage Ministries, there is generally no cost associated with online ordination.

Proud of my new title, I did, however, shell out the additional $45 for the Minister Ordination

Package, which outfitted me with very official-looking credentials and a minister’s manual.Once

you have been ordained, you will want to research any state or local requirements specific to

where you will be officiating. For example, my first wedding in Washington, D.C. required me to

make a visit to the Superior Court Marriage Bureau, where $35 later, I was certified for life to

legally officiate weddings in the District of Columbia. Conversely, the most recent wedding I

officiated, in Indianapolis, Indiana, required no additional certification or registration beyond my

ordination through American Marriage Ministries. While there is no centralized database



comprehensively outlining the requirements of all jurisdictions, most online ministries will host

a list of resources by state. Spend a few minutes of due diligence on this topic well in advance

of the wedding. The implications of not being properly registered in the governing jurisdiction

could lead to significant legal ramifications on the validity of the marriage down the road!Invest

in PreparationOkay, hotshot, even though you can now refer to yourself as a Minister, you still

have a long way to go to truly earn the distinction. This starts first and foremost with

undertaking all the necessary preparation to be fully equipped to craft the perfect wedding

ceremony script.It might seem like a no-brainer, but the most valuable and important

component of preparing to officiate a wedding ceremony is to schedule time with the couple.

You can position this as an interview, a pre-marriage conversation, or just an excuse to uncork

a bottle of wine and spend some quality time together, but be sure to let the couple know you’ll

need several hours of their time and an environment conducive to talking.For my past

preparatory meetings, I have met the couple for lunch at one of their favorite restaurants, have

had the couple host me at their home for dinner (this is a great way to observe them interacting

in a comfortable environment), and even FaceTimed with a couple when distance made an in-

person connection impractical.The purpose of this time is for you to collect as much

information about the pair as possible. Your objective is to find what makes these two

individuals so special independently, and together. You’ll want to run the gamut from the early

days of their relationship up through the engagement, while also spending time discussing

what their expectations are for the ceremony itself.The key to this meeting, and I cannot

emphasize this enough, is to leave everything you already know at the door. You might think

you’re an expert on the story of how the two love birds met. Maybe you were even a part of the

moment itself. But the value in hearing the bride or groom recount the details firsthand is

absolutely immeasurable.Corny as it may sound, imagine you are an aspiring journalist, writing

a profile for the New York Times’ wedding section, perhaps knowing some background on this

newsworthy couple, but never having met them in the flesh. Even your assumptions must be

verified.One exception to the journalist analogy: you aren’t trying to unearth a corrupt cover-up

here with a string of “Gotcha!” inquiries, so go ahead and send your questions to the couple a

few weeks in advance. This will give them ample time to collect their thoughts and come

prepared with entertaining and insightful answers and stories.
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Geoff Reinhardt, “Must-Have Guidebook for Any Wedding Officiant! Loved it.. Having been

asked to be the wedding officiant for two dear friends of mine, I immediately felt honored and

excited, but also more than a little anxious on how to execute the perfect wedding for them.

Luckily, I came across First-Time Officiant on Instagram and decided to give it a shot.I could

not be happier with the outcome. Author Mike Scott delivers the must-have guidebook to

anyone officiating a wedding for the first time (or fifth time!). I went from not knowing anything

about officiating a wedding to having a thorough knowledge of the steps required, guidance

around making each ceremony personal to the couple, and the inspiration to make it truly

special. Scott even adds a nice comedic touch, without letting his humor get in the way of the

core guidance of advice. This keeps the book both entertaining and useful.If you're hesitating

on whether or not to buy this book-- don't. I would 100% recommend it to anyone officiating a

wedding. Trust in Mike Scott's guidance and you're sure to do a phenomenal job on the

couple's special day!”

Christian Trapp, “An abundance of wisdom and useful guidance in this mighty handbook!. Mike

is a legend! Useful and enjoyable is the best way to describe this handbook. This is a must-

have for anyone officiating a wedding...not just for the first time. I was lost when I started

preparing to officiate my first wedding. This book packs a ton of great knowledge of the steps

required, guidance, extremely useful examples, and inspiration to make a wedding personal

and special. The best part is, it's fun to read! Do yourself a favor and buy this book for yourself

or an officiant in your life!”

Velia, “Great book for us first timers!. I read it throughout and I used many of the advise given.

Sure you can Google this info, but to have it all in one book, and being able to take it with me

everywhere I went, was priceless because I was able to write notes on it to reference later.”



Jennifer, “Excellent book, highly recommend. I’m always looking for new types of books to read

and couldn’t be more pleased with my choice to purchase this one. Although I’ve never been

asked to officiate a wedding, I’ve attended my fair share of ceremonies over the past five years.

The officiant can definitely make or break a ceremony. The person chosen to officiate plays a

vital role in creating a memorable experience for not only the bride and groom, but all of the

guests in attendance. This book breaks down the process in a succinct and enjoyable way.

Mike Scott offers guidance and plenty of resources to start any potential officiant off on the

right foot. I would highly recommend this book to all officiants, first-timers and the seasoned

vets!”

Ang, “This book is a life saver. I offered to do a wedding and then freaked out. This book is

practically a step by step guide on how to put a ceremony together!Highly recommend!!”

S. C. Linda, “Very Helpful. This was a gift and the recipient was very pleased with the book”

Kelly, “Great resource. A perfect one-stop resource for anyone who is about to officiate their

first wedding or for an officiant looking to sharpen his/her skills. I found the book to be a quick

read, covering the basic wedding ceremony expectations, as well as, ideas on how to

personalize each ceremony. I loved the author’s own wedding scripts and it gave me a great

place to start!”

The book by Mike J Scott has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 54 people have provided feedback.
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